
What is Buena Vista Biomass Power? 
The Buena Vista Biomass Power facility is a re-powered renewable energy woody biomass electric 

generation facility capable of reliably generating 18.5 megawatts (MW) of green energy. The 

renewable energy will provide a sustainable energy resource to approximately 16,000 homes in 

California and assist the State with achieving its renewable portfolio standard goals. The significant 

capital investment will create 90 new jobs and tax base to the rural community and Amador County. 

 

The re-powering investment will embrace a modification of the Project’s fuel blend to be limited to 

renewable wood biomass fuel only. In addition, the Project will be equipped with an integrated 

energy management and emissions control system to meet or exceed best available control 

technology, in which emissions will be significantly decreased from previous operations. 

 

What types of biomass fuels will the Buena Vista Biomass facility utilize 

and where will such fuel come from? 
The Buena Vista Biomass power generation facility will primarily utilize three sustainable wood 

biomass sources for fuel, all of which will be sourced within a fifty (50) mile radius from the 

Project: 

 

1. Forest-sourced biomass from fuels reduction and forest thinning operations; 

2. Agriculture waste residuals from orchard removals, pruning, waste shells, and pits; and, 

3. Urban wood waste created from local tree trimming, clean woody construction and 

demolition waste, and pallets. 

 

What are wood biomass fuels? 

• Dead trees or trees severely damaged by natural disaster, disease or insect attack. Agriculture 

waste residuals from orchard removals, pruning, waste shells, and pits; and, 

• Wildfire mitigation operations that remove trees for forest fuel reduction. 

• Woody biomass wastes generated from commercial agriculture operations. These include 

orchard removals and biomass generated from orchard pruning operations. 

• Wood waste material generated from urban centers. These include tree trimmings and clean 

construction and demolition wood. 

• Wood waste material generated from wood production manufacturing (sawdust and bark). 



What are the benefits of biomass generation? 

 

What’s the planned scale of the Buena Vista Biomass facility? 

How many jobs will Buena Vista Biomass facility generate? 

When is the Buena Vista Biomass facility expected to come on line? 

What economic and social benefits will the Buena Vista Biomass facility 

bring to the region? 



How will the Buena Vista Biomass facility facilitate forest management? 

How will the Buena Vista Biomass facility help protect communities from 

wildfire? 


